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Nonprofit Organizations and 501c3

Nonprofit organizations are corporations whose 
revenues benefit the mission of the organization and 
not a group of shareholders

Nonprofit organizations should be established as a 
corporation within your state so the organization 
inherits all of the liabilities instead of its officers

Every nonprofit has its own Employer Identification 
Number (EIN)

Not all nonprofits are 501c3 organizations



Nonprofit Organizations and 501c3: Process

1. Form a Board of Directors
2. Adopt bylaws
3. Establish a financial plan
4. Register your organization with your Secretary of State
5. Receive your EIN
6. File with the IRS for your c-designation, or

a. utilize IMBA’s GEN filing



Applying for grants. What do you need?



Where do I find this information?



Fundraising FAQs

Why does IMBA show up in an IRS search when I search for my organization?
The IRS lists the 501c3 organization first. If you have your own c designation, then your organization will be the only one listed. As long as 
the EIN matches your EIN, then your organization is the search result.

What if my grant check is written out to IMBA?
Because IMBA is listed first in most 501c3 searches, we often receive checks for our Local Partners. Our Partners may also receive checks 
made out to IMBA. Most grantors will resend a check written out, or directly mailed, to your organization if you contact them.

You can also have your bank add International Mountain Bicycling Association as part of/subsitute for your organization name.

What if the grantor can’t send my organization a check? (this is extremely rare and not recommended)
If the grantor will only send or write a check to IMBA, we can deposit the check and send your organization a check for the amount of the 
grant. This process is only available for grants given at minimum $10,000.

Are employer matching funds and smaller foundation grants included in this process?
We cannot accommodate employer matching programs through IMBA because of the amounts these grants provide. IMBA requires a 
minimum of $10,000 for a grant pass-through. Employer matching programs should be set up through your organization.



Fundraising FAQs

Does IMBA keep any grant monies owed to my organization?
No. Most grants that come to us for our Local Partners are a result of how we show up in databases. However, if IMBA is considered the 
admin for the grant and required to provide reports, etc, then the organization may be subject to up to 15% admin fee. This is extremely 
rare and not recommended.

My organization is new, when will we show up in IMBA’s GEN filing?
IMBA submits GEN filings in August of each year. We generally receive approval of our submission in September.

Do we still need to file taxes?
Yes. In order for your organization to remain compliant and eligible to be a 501c3, you need to submit a 990 each year. Failure to do so will 
result in the IRS revoking your nonprofit status.

Does IMBA help with grant writing?
Yes. We have staff who can review your grant and provide feedback. This assistance does not guarantee that your grant application will be 
successful.

Is there fundraising training available?
Yes. We have this training available in our online learning management system. Send us an email at local@imba.com and we can add you 
to the learning track. You will have access to webinars that show you how to develop a fundraising plan, fundraise locally, and fundraise 
through the health and wellness industry.
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Questions?


